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Chapter 3: Roots, Stems, and Leaves

The three principal organs of seed plants

Roots

- absorb water and dissolved nutrients
-anchor plants to the ground
- hold plants upright through wind and rain

Stems

- support the plant
- transport nutrients to the rest of the plant
- compete for sunlight by holding leaves higher

Leaves

- are the principal organ for photosynthesis
- have broad, flat surfaces for sunlight
- pores conserve water and allow gas exchange
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